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Last month we witnessed a horrific tragedy in Haiti.  On January 12th a massive earthquake 

rocked the impoverished country, killing thousands and destroying the little infrastructure the nation had.  

This created a humanitarian nightmare, with people desperate for food, water, and shelter. 

The earthquake prompted some prominent „Christian‟ voices to blame the Haitians for their     

suffering, claiming that the Haitians made a „pact with the devil‟ to get their independence.  According to 

the argument, that deal with the devil led to years of poverty and destruction, culminating in this       

earthquake.  The message from these voices proclaims, “It‟s their fault.  They deserved it.” 

I cannot let that attitude go unchallenged, because those voices do not speak for the Christian 

church!  We simply need to go to the Bible for a clear explanation of this.  In Jesus‟ day, a tower col-

lapsed in Siloam, killing eighteen people.  People wanted Jesus to decry those killed as „sinful people‟ 

who deserved their fate, but Jesus didn‟t get wrapped up in their angst.  Jesus said, “Or those eighteen 

who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others 

living in Jerusalem?  I tell you, no! (Luke 13:4-5)”  Jesus does not deny a link between sin and suffering.  

There are consequences for our actions, but here Jesus points out that not all suffering is due to our      

actions.  Sometimes bad things just happen.  Earthquakes hit.  Hurricanes destroy.  Tornadoes leave a 

path of destruction.  Can we blame anyone for this?  Are these God‟s punishment on a sinful people?    

Jesus holds us back from attempting to make those connections.  
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When we get wrapped up in finger pointing and affixing blame, we forget to follow the plain call 

of Scripture: care for people in need.  If someone gets what they deserve, then what motivation to we 

have to help people who are suffering?   If this is God‟s punishment, why should we go out of our way 

to alleviate it?  Again, the example of Jesus is quite instructive.  Jesus didn‟t once say to someone, “You 

know what, you may be suffering, but it‟s your own fault, so deal with it.”  No, when Jesus saw people 

in need, Jesus acted.  Jesus healed the sick.  He fed the hungry.  He raised the dead.  Jesus lives a life of 

compassion for people in need. 

Followers of Jesus do the same thing!  People of faith have generously responded to provide 

food and shelter to their suffering brothers and sisters in Haiti.  I know many people from this          

community have sent money to support the relief efforts.   

This is the appropriate response to tragedy.  Blame gets us nowhere.  Compassion does.  People 

are suffering.  What can we do to care for people in need?  The ELCA International Disaster Response 

is working diligently on the ground in Haiti, making sure that people have the basic necessities of life.  

You can make a difference!  Any donations to Peace and earmarked “Haiti Disaster Relief” will be sent 

directly to ELCA Disaster Response. 
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Lenten Services                                                                                                                

Lent is here!  We will kick off Lent with Ash Wednesday worship on February 17th 

at 6:30 at the school gym.  Supper will precede worship at 5:45.  Ash Wednesday 

kicks off the season of Lent, a time of reflection on faith that brings us to Good 

Friday and Jesus‘ crucifixion.  For the Wednesdays of Lent after Ash Wednesday, 

we will gather for supper at 5:45 with worship immediately following at 6:15.  The 

elementary youth ministry will meet during supper and   worship at the elementary 

school from 5:45 to 6:45.  This Lent we will be talking about discipleship: what does it mean to be a  

follower of Jesus! 

 

First Communion 

Peace has a tradition of having classes for 2nd graders to prepare them for            

communion.  We have tentatively set those classes for Sunday, Feb. 28 and March 7 

from 6:00 to 7:00.  Please reserve these dates! 

 

Bring a Friend!                                                                                             

On Sunday, February 28th we encourage everyone at Peace to bring a friend/

neighbor/co-worker/relative/enemy to join in worshipping our great God!  We‘ll pack 

God‘s house!  Everyone‘s doing it  

 

 

Pastor Pete Away                                                                        

As Mission Director, Pastor Pete occasionally needs to be out of town for conferences.  

He will be away on Feb. 12-15 and Feb. 18-19. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plan Ahead: 

February 10th  8:00 pm Church Council Meeting 

February 11thñ13th Pastor Pete at Developer Training  

February 17th   6:30 pm Ash Wednesday Worship 

February 18thñ19th  Pastor Pete at EOCM Training 

February 24th  6:15 pm Lenten Worship 

February 28th  6:00 pm First Communion Classes 
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Middle School Mid Week Youth Ministry 

We have a shift in the weekly meal plan for the 6th-8th grade group at  Arbor 

Gardens. Instead of providing a meal for everyone, we invite kids  to either bring 

a sack supper at 6:00 or eat at home and come at 6:15 for some cookies before 

going to play games with the seniors.  We‘ll still be done by 8:00. 

 

 

 

Set-Up Teams                                                                                        

To clarify what has become confusing for some, we have completely changed the 

way that we set up for worship.  The ‗old‘ groups that used to come once every 6 

weeks to get the gym organized for worship no longer exist.  Set-up & tear down 

on Sunday mornings will now be done by the new teams that are now forming (i.e. 

the Outdoor team, Grow & Create team, Wild Mustangs, etc).  If you are an ‗    

old–timer‘ from the groups of the past, we encourage you to join one of these 

new teams!  The History & Horseback Riding teams will now set up together! 

 

 

Pastor Peteõs Phone Number                                                                 

When not in the office, the best way to contact Pastor Pete is on his cell phone,          

696-3309. 

 

Nursery 

As many of you know, Peace now has a nursery for little ones!  Many parents have 

appreciated the opportunity to worship (and not just wrestle with kids)!  As you 

come for worship, feel free to use this great new resource.  The nursery meets 

in the teacher‘s lounge.  We‘re also looking for people to assist in staffing the 

nursery.  If you‘d like to be part of a rotational  schedule, please talk to Julie 

Porcher (288-5294). 

 

 

The Mission of Peace Lutheran Church is…                                                                                    

―To call people to Christ, nurture them into the 

faith, and send them out in witness and service.‖                                                                                                                           

Worship—9:15am: @ Dover-Eyota Elementary 

School-27 Knowledge Road, Eyota                            

Church Office: 515 S. Jefferson Avenue—(507) 

545-2535—www.peaceeyota.org                          

Future Home of Peace: 6 acres @ corner of 

Knowledge Road & Hwy #7                                                        
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WORSHIP ASSISTANT INFORMATION 

 

February 7, 2010 

Worship Asst:  Steve Szuberski  

Reader:   Ramona Back 

Communion Asst‘s:  Jeff & Tanya Reiman  

Hospitality:   Keach, Klein, Mickow, Mix, & Cindy Woltman Families 

Set-up/Ushers:  Grow & Create Team 

 

 

February 14, 2010 

Worship Asst:  Kay Klein  

Reader:   Eric Porcher 

Communion Asst‘s:  John & Lynn Caflisch  

Hospitality:   Porcher, Pristash, Rhone, Schreier, and Jamie & Christine Olson Families 

Set-up/Ushers:  Horseback Riding/History Team 

 

 

February 21, 2010 

Worship Asst:  John Caflisch  

Reader:   Tamara Rasmussen 

Communion Asst‘s:  Kevin & Ramona Back 

Hospitality:   Sorom, Turnquist, Wallace, Welsh, & Wendt Families 

Set-up/Ushers:  Cook & Karaoke Team 

 

 

February 28, 2010 

Worship Asst:  Eric Porcher  

Reader:   Becky Crenshaw 

Communion Asst‘s:  Jeff & Kay Klein  

Hospitality:   Ziemer, Begin, Brockway, Caflisch, & Crenshaw Families 

Set-up/Ushers:  Wild Mustangs Team 
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February Birthdays! 

Bruce Mickow 2/1 

Chad Nelson 2/6 

Heather Ohl 2/7 

Samuel Johnson 2/8 

Ashlyn Enright 2/14 

Tamara Rasmussen 2/15 

Cindy Woltman 2/15 

Noah Hanson 2/16 

Brenna Mickow 2/22 

Carol Purcell Cluney 2/23 

Britni Berning 2/24 

Danielle Fields 2/24 

Tanner Rhone 2/24 

Cole Yust 2/25 

Neil Rasmussen 2/26 

 

 

 

 

 

If we have missed your birthday or 

have the wrong date in past       

newsletters, please email the church  

office so that we can get our re-

cords correct! We‘re sorry about any 

mistakes! 

office@peaceeyota.org 

~February Readings~ 

 

February 7  

Luke 5:17-39                              

Jesus forgives and heals  

 

February 14  

Luke 6:1-11                                 

Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath  

 

February 21 

Luke 10:1-24                                

Marks of Discipleship                    

Invitation                                  

 

February 28 

Luke 10:25-37                             

Marks of Discipleship                    

Encouragement   

 

   

 

  

  

   


